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Following the huge success of TXF Africa 2017, we will be returning to Nairobi for two days of discussion, debate and networking, 
designed to address opportunities and discuss key challenges surrounding Pan-African business. Join 350 of your industry 

counterparts to make the most of this fast-growing continent and create new projects.

Meet active decision-makers, doing business in the region and make new connections. We are expecting a 
50% corporate attendance rate.

Learn from the professional experience of senior speakers. You can also refresh your memory after the 
event with our post-event report and the distribution of our presentations

Enjoy multiple session types and our interactive formats. Have your say and air your concerns in our 
roundtables and workshops. 

The chance to earn 16 CPD points towards your professional development.
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Idea labs, workshops and interactive 
sessions that get people talking: find them 

all in our agenda for TXF Africa. These 
smaller sessions help to start meaningful 

conversations and give you the opportunity 
to make your opinions heard.

Get the insight you need, from geopolitical 
risk experts, panels of developers, 
sponsors, exporters and borrowers 

revealing where financing gaps exist in 
infrastructure investment, as well as  the 

logistical difficulties and project bankability 
questions that need to be addressed. You 
will hear from the corporates, SOEs and 
lenders doing business on the ground to 
prepare yourself for new opportunities 

throughout the continent.

You will have plenty of time to make 
connections during our networking breaks 

and lunches. 

You can also find potential business 
partners at our ice-breaker drinks, cocktail 

reception or get introduced  via our 
concierge service. Make those meetings 

happen!
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Coffee break and networking 

Separating fact from fiction: Geopolitical risk across Africa
Understand which countries on the continent should be on your radar for investment, and which require more careful scrutiny; get the latest 
on policy reforms, presidential elections, and political unrest.
• What trends point towards a new nationalism in previously business-friendly governments?
• How has Kenya faired as an investor destination since the elections and what are the implications for projects already underway?
• Hear a country by country political risk overview and how political changes can impact the current business landscape across the continent. 
Take a look at key countries including Angola, Côte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, and Uganda.
Dr. Robert Besseling, Executive Director, EXX AFRICA

Audience response survey
Guests’ thoughts and forecasts on the African business landscape for 2018. Have your say in an anonymous real time survey of the audience 
on the key issues in the industry. An annotated industry report will be sent to all guests following the survey.
Co-moderator: Sam McManus, Senior Relationship Manager, TXF
Co-moderator: Cynthia Omondi, Head of Corporate Finance, Genghis Capital Ltd 

09:00

09:55

10:55

09:25

10:40

Chairman’s Opening Remarks
Jonathan Bell, Editor- in- Chief, TXF

08:55

From strength to strength: Investing in Ethiopia’s growth prospects
The second most populous nation in Africa, Ethiopia looks set to see considerable economic growth over the coming years. Through 
government implementation of its Growth & Transformation Project, the industrial sector alone is hoped to grow by 20%. We are joined by HE 
Sufian Ahmed, the architect responsible for Ethiopia’s successful economic development since 1994, to discuss how the government plans for 
the nation to reach lower-middle-income status by 2025.
HE Sufian Ahmed,Former Minister of Finance & Economic Development, Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

DFI & bank collaboration: Pre-agreed templates Vs. Re-inventing the wheel
DFIs are often critical to doing business in the region, but are they too active in spaces where we might expect commercial banks to be more 
dominant? Or are there enough investment opportunities for everyone to work together? 
• How can DFIs and banks better collaborate and adapt to the needs of vital projects to achieve a successful blended finance model?
• Which existing models can be emulated and case studies drawn from?
• Are DFIs crowding out banks in certain sectors? If so why are corporates and SOEs seeking to go DFI first? How do commercial banks and 
DFIs forecast their role for the future?
John Lentaigne, Chief Underwriting Officer, ATI
Henrique de Azevedo Avila, Senior Advisor to the Executive Director, BNDES
Antonio Sala, Executive Director, Global Agency & Export Finance, Grupo Santander
Brunno Maradei, Senior Investment Officer, Project Finance and Guarantee, European Investment Bank (EIB)
Moderator: Mark Norris, Partner, Sullivan & Worcester
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11:40

12:25

Export and Project Finance stream Commodities Finance Stream

Exporter & Borrower perspective: Requirements, regions 
and future forecasts
Hear from leading exporters and borrowers/sponsors active on the continent 
on their current financing requirements. Which sectors are providing the 
most opportunities, and which regions  are they looking to next.
• How accessible is local and international commercial bank 
financing? What factors are needed to increase financing availability?
• Which ECAs are staying innovative, flexible and competitive in their 
offerings? Is the regulatory framework put into place  becoming more 
stringent and slowing down sign-off on projects? 
• What can exporters do to better help borrowers, and what do ECAs 
need to do to better facilitate this? 
• What are the solutions to working with buyers and governments 
regarding local content requirement pressures?
Ángela Pérez, Head of Finance, Elecnor
Eduardo Oliveira, CEO, HOil Group
Ed Harkins, Managing Director, GKB Ventures Ltd
Moderator: Pascal Seris, Director Export & Trade Finance - Africa, 
Credit Agricole CIB

Mining, metals and… missed opportunities?
With many commodity prices stabilising or indeed on the rise, new 
flows of investment entering the sector, and Africa’s stronghold in 
some key metals production, who is poised to capitalise on this? 
Which markets are most ripe for investment? Or can we look at  lost 
opportunities in some countries?
• What are the investment opportunities for metals for the renewables 
sector and electric mobility?
• How are laws and regulations within the mining sector shaping the 
investment landscape? 
• After many banks exited the mining sector four years ago following 
the market crash, has alternative investment filled this void?
Mpho Nkgodi, General Manager – Business Development, SENET
Angelica Adamski, Director and Senior Advisor to the CEO, Eltel Networks
Gerard Kisbey-Green, CEO, Goldplat
Moderator: Tina Nduta, Founder, East Africa Extractives Network

ECAs and PRIs: Cover policies compared
Hear from leading ECAs and private insurers in the market, who have 
similarly increased their cover policies in African markets, and learn 
where they are looking to next.
• With ECAs implementing more environmental and social regulations 
and pressure to use local content increasing, can this pose bigger 
market opportunities for private insurers?
• Which markets do ECAs tread where private insurers are less active, 
and vice versa? What are the main drivers of this?
• Should OECD regulations evolve with the market in order to stay 
competitive with non-OECD countries?
Benoit Fugah, Head: Political and Economic Analysis and Research
ECIC
Karl-Oskar Olming, Head of CSR and International Relations, EKN
Jens Heitmann, Head of Division - International Relations, Euler 
Hermes
Russell Winter, Partner, Political & Credit Risks, Lockton Companies LLP
Moderator: Michael Creighton, Head: Export Credit Finance, 
Nedbank

Agribusiness: Harvesting growth
Agribusiness looks to be a very promising sector, accounting for 25% 
of Africa’s GDP, however with an ever increasing population, how can 
we continue to support growth in this sector productively? 
• The AfDB has pledged to invest $24 billion in African agribusiness 
over the next 10 years. How does this, and other funding get allocated 
efficiently, and how is it prioritised? 
• With specific risks such as weather, food security and market 
volatility, who can we look to for cover? 
• Smallholder farmers have less experience with handling finances, how can 
we improve financial transparency and support these smaller projects?  
• What are the new innovations in crops that could help SMEs in 
agribusiness develop projects with a larger impact (e.g. GM crop) and 
who is investing in these projects? 
• What role is there for commodity trading companies and DFIs in 
furthering agri-project financing?
Sunesh Bhoola, Co-founder and CEO, uLima Limited
Atsuko Toda, Director for Agriculture Finance and Rural Development,
African Development Bank (AfDB)
Mary Joseph, Director of Partnerships and External Relations, FarmDrive
Leah Kasera, Country Management East and Southern Africa, Grow Africa
Moderator: Cynthia Omondi, Head of Corporate Finance, Genghis Capital Ltd
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14:30

15:15

Plenary Stream Hydrocarbon Stream

Flavour of the continent: Ethiopia’s growth prospects
Ethiopia is currently on the international communities’ radar as a nation 
with huge potential and opportunity, but so far financing is largely 
coming from DFIs, how can other financiers successfully tap into this?
• How do we deal with convertibility, risk and sovereign issues in the 
region?
• What are the new initiatives being implemented by the World Bank
and IFC (such as scaling solar) and what are the economic impacts of 
these?
• Has there been success in implementing PPPs or is a different
approach required?
• Which sectors in Ethiopia are most exciting for investors, and why?
Kyriakos Armenakis, Principal, Coskal Ethiopia
Mekuria Lemma, Head of Strategy and Investment, Ethiopian Electric Power
Abebe Tadessse, Deputy Director General; PPP Directorate General, 
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Moderator: Eyob Easwaren, Lender Transaction Advisor, TDB

Oil & Gas: Renewed interest?
Some of the biggest infrastructure developments at the moment
in East Africa relate to oil & gas production, with some producing
countries using the sector to help recover from their debt issues.
• Is this investment sustainable and what risks are prevalent?
• Should oil and gas producing countries do more to diversify away
from oil and gas in case of future market volatility?
• With DFIs moving away from oil and gas is Asian investment filling the gap, 
and how crucial is this sector as the next frontier to connect Africa with Asia?
• What are the recent developments from Lake Turkana and its
potential for further exploration?
• What are the different project phases and associated capital
expenditures in East African countries?
Greg Fyfe, Head - Energy & Infrastructure Finance, Standard Bank 
Sebastian Wagner, Executive Director, DMWA Resources
Martin Mungai, Upstream Advisor, State Department of Petroleum, 
Government of Kenya
Gathuru Mburu, Managing Director, Kipya - Africa Drilling Solutions
Moderator: David Mwangi, Energy Consultant, Power Africa

Case study: Mozambique’s rising energy  
The energy sector in Mozambique continues to attract substantial 
international investors’ interest and project financing despite the 
loan scandal of 2016 which has shaken Maputo. At the end of 2017, 
the country closed a massively important $4.7 billion, multi-sourced 
ECA backed facility, financed by a combination of 18 international 
banks and 5 ECAs. We are joined by those who worked on the deal 
to examine the elements that led to a successful financial close, 
how similar deals could be emulated and ask what this means for 
the future of Mozambique’s energy production sector and overall 
development?
Emilie Fontanel, Legal Counsel, Bpifrance
Anne Crepin, Deputy Head of Export Credit, SFIL

Lunch13:05

Trends in Asian investment appetite across Africa
Asian investment still remains significant on the continent, with a bigger 
risk appetite and much lower limits, this panel explores how Asian ECA and 
development backed lending is transforming Africa and how exporters are 
competing with their Western counterparts incost and technology.
• With some Asian institutions not bound by the same environmental
and social red tape as Western entities, has this created more
opportunities in the market for them?
• To what extent is Japanese and Korean investment in Africa
strategic as a resource play?
• Are we seeing more recent collaboration between India and Japan,
in the form of the Africa -Asia Growth Corridor? What does this mean
for the continent?
Yoshinori Utaka, CEO - Middle East & Africa Projects, Mitsui & Co
Bruce Gau, Director - Sales Financing Solutions, Huawei 
Hanting Li, Representative, South Africa Office, Sinosure
Moderator: Umer Sultan, Head, GBT ME, Africa & Turkey Hub, Intesa Sanpaolo

9



Electrifying Africa: Can the market meet the need?
There are still around 600 million people living in Africa without access to electricity, presenting a huge opportunity for power 
investment. This panel asks how governments, project sponsors, investors and developers plan to take this sector forward? What are 
the innovations to tackle transmission challenges?
• It is argued that mega projects with a larger generation capacity are not viewed as the best way to power Africa. What are the 
benefits of smaller more accessible projects, and what do developers and investors find more preferable?
• Can Africa manage a continuously increasing rate of electrification, or will the sector’s absorptive capacity mean that there is not the 
financial strength to implement all the projects?
• What can be done to revive corporate borrowing, when high levels of sovereign borrowing isn’t always the optimal approach?
Erik Granskog, Managing Director, Deal Execution Leader – Sub-Saharan Africa, GE EFS Global Markets
Emeka Chinwuba, Partner, Baker &McKenzie
Agnés Tauty-Giraldy, Head of Export Finance - Europe Africa & Structured Trade Finance, Société Générale
Moderator: Koen Ceyssens, Senior Vice President Export Finance Middle East & Africa, BNP Paribas

Charity Address: Able Child Africa
In their pioneering work across the continent, Able Child Africa strive to promote equal rights for disabled children and young people. 
TXF are proud to support the organisation, and in this session we take a look at the fantastic work they’ve been doing over the past year

Water you waiting for? Overcoming obstacles to financing African water and sanitation projects
Countries are trying to extend the water, sanitation and healthcare services that they provide to their populations, but are these projects bankable?
• What can be learnt from past success cases, failures, and existing frameworks?
• Who are developers looking to for finance? How are DFIs and special purpose funds helping revitalize this sector?
• How is project funding and allocation prioritised?
Oscar Kang’Oro, Non-Executive Director, Emerging Africa Infrastructure Fund
André Kruger, Head, Africa Investment and Integration Desk, NEPAD Business Foundation
William Mboya, Water Services Management Specialist, Africa Water Watch Ltd
Moderator: Ed Harkins, Managing Director, GKB Ventures Ltd

17:00

18:20

17:45

Networking drinks reception18:30

Coffee break and networking16:00

Powering Africa: A Fireside Discussion
Senegal is a considerable market for growth, particularly with regards to its power sector. This Q&A session with a leading Senegalese power 
professional, whose experience spans both government and corporate activities, will give you the lowdown on where the market stands.
Mouhamadou Makhtar Cissé, Director General, Senelec

16:45
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Building success: Kenya’s plans for infrastructure growth
Infrastructure development is a pillar in Kenyan President Uhuru’s Big 4 Agenda. A huge amount of private capital will be required on the 
infrastructure side, as the government plans to boost manufacturing opportunities and promote alternative building techniques. We are joined 
by Charles Mwaura, Principal Secretary, State Department of Housing and Urban Development, to discuss the projects in the pipeline, and how 
the government will generate sufficient private capital.
Charles Mwaura, Principal Secretary - State Department of Housing & Urban Planning, Government of Kenya

09:30

10:00

Going green and getting off the ground: renewables financing 
DFIs and commercial banks are investing in the renewables sector, the funds and the appetite are available, but are we seeing enough projects 
materialising to reflect this? What is holding up large-scale developments in renewables?
• Are factors such as lack of pre-project structuring and local expertise, and government inefficiencies delaying projects more so than finding the finance?
• Could more be done to overcome the land issues that affect the bankability of a project? Or is the environmental footprint of a renewable 
project to some extent unavoidable? 
• Are new technologies and innovations continuing to drive cost down, and create more interest for developers? Is ground being made in 
relation to tariff agreements? What is the scope for more complex solutions such as solar and storage, and who is investing in these?
Johan Van Kerrebroeck, Regional Manager Eastern Africa, Engie
Snehar Shah, General Manager, East Africa, Azuri Technologies
Jasandra Nyker, Chief Executive Officer, BioTherm
Tony Nyagah, CEO, Strauss Energy
Moderator: Deo Onyango, Renewable Energy Leader, Sub-Saharan Africa, GE

Coffee break and networking10:45

Going local - the drive for African ownership
African countries are striving for inclusive development, however scarcity of government resources has led countries to impose localization 
requirements on foreign investments. Whilst they initially proved popular, the requirements aren’t having the desired effects. We ask:
• How can countries make localization requirements workable? 
• How do corporates adjust and what success stories have we seen? 
• How can international commercial funders adjust, and how have ECAs responded? 
Rob Withagen, Co-founder and Managing Director, Asoko Insight
Kutoane Kutoane, CEO, ECIC
Roberto Ferreira, Head of Business Development, Mota-Engil Group
Moderator: Joseph Mbuyi, Director, KfW IPEX Bank

11:30

Stream 1
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Rail, roads, and regional development 
Transportation infrastructure is essential for the development on the continent and trade between nations. We assess where the new projects are 
taking place, where there is a vital need, and who are currently the most active players in this market?
• Development of rail infrastructure is on the rise, which will assist commodities moving from origin to port, and is key for landlocked countries. 
Who is investing in rail and what are the knock on effects from these projects?
• Where major or complex transport systems are too expensive, or not possible, what can be put into place to ensure the movement of people and goods? 
• With cross-border transport projects, having multiple countries involved, how is financing arranged to facilitate this, and reduce time delays?
John Kimotho, Investment Manager, AIIM Africa
Paul Sullivan, Senior Vice President – International, Acrow Bridge
Thomas Rybicki, Senior Vice President, Commerzbank
Moderator: Alarik d’Ornhjelm, Director, Head of Middle East & Africa, Structured Trade & Export Finance, Deutsche Bank

12:15

Lunch13:00

13:00

13:45

Investing in West Africa: Looking beyond Nigeria’s mega oil and gas projects
With its huge pool of natural resources, Nigeria has attracted the attention of many international investors. We investigate the exciting opportunities 
arising from the West African nation including, amongst others, mega projects coming on-stream both upstream and downstream, and the potentials 
surrounding the Dangote refinery, petrochemicals and fertiliser complex:
• What made the $16bn Egina deepwater project possible? What have been its successes and what opportunities will it create?
• Will there be other exciting investment opportunities coming out of Nigeria, or will oil & gas continue to dominate?
• Why is Dangote Group building Africa’s biggest refinery, petrochemicals and fertiliser complex? What can the private sector in Africa learn from this 
strategic investment?
• Beyond mega projects, how can modular refineries, in the opposite spectrum resolve the incessant downstream crises in parts of the continent?
Ahmed Mansur, Director, Corporate Communications, Dangote Group
Dr Layi Fatona, Managing Director, NG Delta
Moderator: Victor Eromosele, Chairman & CEO, ME Consulting Limited

A question of trade: TXF African quiz show
Two teams, two captains, one quest: to be the gameshow champions of the export & project finance community! TXF returns with its fun and interactive 
session that quizzes panelists on the industry and gets the audience involved. Test your knowledge on anything from Africa’s export & project finance 
landscape to some of the biggest industry deals in African history as we round off two great days of networking and discussion
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For the intrepid explorers at the conference, we have put
together this fabulous weekend safari add-on, from the 5th- 7th May in the beautiful Maasai Mara National Park!

Working exclusively with our trusted travel partner,
YellowWood Adventures, guests of TXF Africa 2018 can book
a spot to join this exciting adventure into an utterly unspoiled

and little-visited region of Kenya.

Pretty much everything! You’ll be escorted 
on the 5 hour drive into the wild of the 

African grasslands, settled into comfortable
accommodation in the National Park, and 
carefully guided through the terrain over 

two days of safari sight-seeing. Meals
are all included.

There is an excellent chance of seeing the 
Big 5, cheetah, serval, hyena, bat-eared 

foxes, black-backed and side-striped
jackals, hippo, crocodile, baboons, warthog, 

topi, eland, Thompson’s gazelle, Grant’s 
gazelle, impala, waterbuck, oribi, reed-buck 

and zebra.

This safari adventure can be booked for just 
£750 per person.

To find out exactly what is included and the 
day-to-day itinerary, please visit the TXF 
Africa event website, or get in touch with 

marketing@txfmedia.com
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DISCOUNTS FOR GROUP BOOKINGS ARE AVAILABLE
PLEASE EMAIL MARKETING@TXFMEDIA.COM FOR MORE DETAILS.

First name Surname Job title Company VAT No
(EU only)

Invoice address Post code Country Tel

Email

PAYMENT DETAILS: 
Payment can be made in one of two easy ways – please tick the appropriate box: 

Payment by Bank Transfer. We will send 
you our bank details on receipt of your 

registration.

Payment by debit or credit card. To make 
payment, please register and pay via the online 

booking system at www.txfnews.com, or call 
UK+44 (0) 20 3735 5180

GET YOUR FOOT THROUGH THE DOOR: REGISTER HERE FOR TXF AFRICA 2018

$2999

Full rate


